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On Aug. 4, daily newspaper La Prensa (Bogota) cited military intelligence sources who asserted
that FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) is planning to occupy the eastern cordillera.
The Army reportedly discovered FARC documents outlining its strategy to take power by 1992. The
alleged plan, said Army spokespersons, was prepared at guerrilla headquarters in the second half of
1985. It includes three stages: generalized insurrection, establishment of a provisional government
in the eastern plains, and defense of liberated zones. The first stage involves gaining control of
the eastern cordillera, where most of the FARC's 36 units comprising a total of 10,000 guerrillas
are concentrated. The cordillera is part of the Colombian Andes, and located close to Bogota. On
Aug. 3, Defense Minister Rafael Samudio told a congressional panel that despite a truce signed in
1984 between FARC and the government, the guerrillas have suffered 99 casualties, including 92
deaths in anti- guerrilla operations in the first half of 1988. According to Samudio, the army and
security forces have sustained 208 deaths and 238 wounded in 198 clashes with guerrillas between
January and June this year. The People's Liberation Army (ELP), he said, is currently carrying out an
unprecedented offensive, and has been involved in 42% of the actions reported this year. Samudio
asserted that the rebels are now operating in the coffee-growing regions of Caldas, Quindio and
Risaralda, bordering on Venezuela and Ecuador. Rebel operations in this region, he said, are
unprecedented. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 08/04/88)
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